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MFLANotes

From 
the 
Editor
In the fall, MFLA kicked off a GO GREEN! 
Campaign to do our part to make our planet a 
greener place to live!  The first part of this 
campaign was the conversion of our 
newsletter to an electronic format.  Our most 
recent issue was our first electronic one.  
Members who have supplied an email were 
sent a link to the newsletter, just as you have 
received a link to this edition.  This was a big 
step for MFLA—one to which we have gotten 
very positive responses!  Congratulations to 
Board Member Debbie Espitia who is taking 
the paper version of the newsletter and 
transforming it into the beautiful interactive 
one you are enjoying today!   Another portion 
of the GO GREEN! Campaign was the Fall 
Conference Bag Swap, very ably organized by 
Board Member Susan Spinnato and 

committee.  Instead of giving another 
conference bag this year, MFLA encouraged 
attendees to brings bags with them that they 
wanted to swap or donate.  Many people at 
the conference took advantage of the 
opportunity to swap their old bags for a  new 
one (or two).  Leftover bags were donated to a 
local charity.
!

    

As I write this edition of MFLANotes, I am 
listening to news of the tragedy in Haiti and 
the outpouring from the world to these 
people who so badly need help of all kinds 
right now.  I cannot imagine the loss that the 
Haitian people must be dealing with at this 
time.  Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
Haitian people as they struggle to come to 
grips with the aftermath of this earthquake 
and all of those who are, in any way, offering 
assistance to them.

Rusty Mumford
MFLANotes Editor
MFLA Corresponding Secretary

Newsletter Article Submissions

MFLANotes  is always interested in having 
members submit articles which would be of 
interest to other members around the state.  
World language educators are encouraged to 
share best practices, news of successes in their 
areas, special programs which they 
coordinate, educational trips they take, 
presentations they make, and conferences 
they attend.   If you would like to submit an 
article or an idea for a regular feature to our 
MFLA newsletter, email your article to the 
MFLANotes  editor at popirusty@comcast.net 
or jmumford@somerset.k12.md.us using 
“MFLA article” in the subject line.  Currently, 
our newsletter is published twice a year.  
Articles can be submitted at any time for 
publication and will be held for the next 
publication date.  If space does not allow for 
all articles to be included in an issue of the 
newsletter, they will be held for the next 
issue.  

Through learning language, we learn about culture.  Through learning about 
culture, we learn respect for others.  Through learning respect for others, we can 
hope for peace.! - Anonymous

MFLA 2010 Spring Conference - Register and Pay Online
This year’s MFLA 2010 Spring Conference 
theme, World of Change: iTeach for Tomorrow,  
highlights the  role world languages play 
in the 21st Century.  The conference begins 
Friday evening, March 12, with a cash-bar 
reception and dinner at Mi Rancho in 
Silver Spring starting at 7:00 PM.  The 
conference on March 13 will once again be 
held at James Hubert Blake High School in Silver Spring.  An overview 
of the conference and registration materials are included in the 
newsletter or online at www.mflamd.org .
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MFLA Motivates Teachers & Students Through Its Awards
MFLA supports its members and their 
students through a diverse selection of 
awards.  The overall  purpose of the 
association’s awards programs is to 
encourage long-term commitment to 
language study and excellent teaching.  
Mark your calendars with the 
deadlines for each award and involve 
yourself, your colleagues, and your students! Details are included 
in the newsletter.  Application forms & guidelines are available 
online at www.mflamd.org .              
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President’s Message

Greetings from Paris!   I 
begin the New Year in 
the "City of Lights" - 
very cold and snowy 
but always exciting, full 
of wonderful sights, 
sounds and tastes.  I 
would guess that most 
of us are glad to ring in 
the New Year with the 
hope that 2010 will be a 
better one.  The MFLA 
Board understands the 
economic times in 

which we all find ourselves and we have tried 
very diligently and deliberately to contain 
costs while maintaining quality in the 
conferences and services we offer you.  
Elsewhere in the newsletter, you will find 
information about our spring conference - a 1 
day wonder of professional development 
offered at a  modest cost.  We hope that you 
will attend and invite a colleague.  Our site 
continues to make great strides to support 
world languages.  Our state curriculum has 
been approved and we are now waiting for a 
new COMAR regulation which would require 
that sequential world language instruction 
begin in the middle school.  Please see the 
letter in this newsletter that I wrote to the 
Maryland State Board of Education in support 
of this regulation.  MFLA continues to work 
with MSDE to provide our members 
opportunities to earn professional 
development credits by attending MFLA 
conferences and by participating in an e-
community.  When I became president in 
October 2008, my goal was to increase 
membership by 10  per cent.  I asked you to 
invite someone to join; the MFLA Board 
created a Higher Education Initiative that was 
capably chaired by Adriana Bonsteel and 
voilà!   The numbers reported after our 
membership drive during the fall conference 

 

indicated that membership had increased by 
26%!!!   I was elated and deeply appreciative of 
everyone's help in achieving this goal which 
can only enhance our students' opportunities 
to become proficient in a second language and 
culture as their teacher remain actively 
involved in the professional development 
activities that MFLA provides.  As we 
continue through this current year, I wish each 
of you good health, joyous hearts in your 
homes and unlimited creativity in your 
classrooms.   I look forward to seeing you 
March 13th!

Sincerely,
Arlene White
Dr. Arlene White
President, MFLA

 

Save the Date!
GWATFL Spring Workshops

The Greater Washington Association of 
Teachers of Foreign Languages (GWATFL) has 
announced that their Spring workshops have 
been planned for Saturday, February 27, 2010 
at Georgetown Day High School in 
Washington, DC.  Three workshop sessions, 
continental breakfast, and lunch are included 
in registration.  More information and the 
registration form are available online at the 
GWATFL site www.gwatfl.org  Onsite 
registration on the day of the workshops 
begins at 8:30 AM.

To:  Members of the State Board of Education

From:  Arlene White, President, MFLA

As President of the Maryland Foreign 
Language Association, I write to you on behalf 
of our Board of Directors.  We wish to 
commend you for your support of the 
proposed COMAR regulation 13A.04.11 to 
require all counties in the state of Maryland to 
begin a sequential program for world 
languages in the middle school.  Many 
counties already offer this opportunity to their 
students but this will cast the net even further.

Maryland’s world language high school 
students have received a long list of awards in 
local, regional and national world language 
contests.  Some of our Maryland world 
language teachers are well known for the high 
quality instruction that they provide to their 
students.  The next appropriate and long 
anticipated step is to begin required sequential 
language instruction in the middle school for 
everyone.  Research continues to indicate that 
the longer the language sequence, the more 
proficient students will be.

Our national and international global society 
demands individuals who are competent both 
culturally and linguistically in a second 
language.  This will expand students’ personal 
and professional boundaries in meaningful 
ways.  This proposal will  allow Maryland 
students to lead the way.  Again, on behalf of 
all the world languages teachers and their 
students in Maryland, we salute you for your 
forward thinking in the support of this new 
regulation.

The Maryland State Board of Education approved 
COMAR 13A.04.11 World Languages at its 
meeting on January 26, 2010.

http://www.gwatfl.org
http://www.gwatfl.org
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Fall 2009 Conference Update
A Great Success Thanks to Members Like You!

Happy New Year to all  our members!  You have made this past year 
one of our most successful and accomplished.  

Looking at the second half of 2009, we experienced a highly successful 
and very well attended Fall Conference at Anne Arundel Community 
College in October.  As a result of your participation, MFLA has 
increased membership and has expanded the scope of sessions offered 
at the conference. 

On Friday, October 16th, we offered 
two Swap Shops in two rotations 
and five specialized workshops.  
Helena Curtain was our Keynote 
speaker and she stressed how 
crucial it is for  foreign language 
teachers to continually update and 
strive to pass along their passion 
for foreign language by immersing 
students in meaningful 

communication even as beginners.  During the banquet, we honored 
our 2010 Language Teacher of the Year, Souley Dounda, and we 
awarded the 2009 Celeste Carr Teacher Study Abroad Award to Gail 
Love, and the 2009 Escola Teacher Incentive Grant to Hillary Sachs.

We had a total of 218 registrations, and participants had a choice of 
attending over 40 sessions which targeted 6 different languages.  
Some of the sessions were so popular that participants requested 
repeating them on rotation for the next conferences. In attendance 
were a total of 18 vendors that included old favorites and some 
newcomers.  

Conference evaluations were very 
positive with commendations in 
the areas of quality of sessions 
(especially on the variety available) 
and the conference’s contribution 
to professional development.  We 
will work to include your 
recommendations in future 
conferences and we look forward to 
seeing you at our MFLA 2010 
Spring Conference: World of Change: iTeach for Tomorrow to be held at 
James Hubert Blake High School in Montgomery County on March 
13, 2010.  As always, our Spring Conference will focus on technology 

in world language education.  Please visit our website at 
www.mflamd.org for session information and registration forms.  We 
would also like to remind you that MFLA continues to offer CPD 
credit and that information on the program can be obtained from our 
website.  

We are eagerly looking forward to our next endeavors in 2010 and we 
are hoping that all members will take advantage of what MFLA has to 
offer.  Again, thank you for your continued support and please 
remember to encourage your colleagues to join our organization.

Meet Souley Dounda
Mr. Souley Dounda, the 2010 Maryland 
Language Teacher of the Year, hails 
from Niger where he first developed a 
passion for learning French and 
English.  Souley brings a  unique set of 
experiences, qualifications and 
attributes to his teaching and 
mentoring of other colleagues. 

Souley holds advanced degrees from 
the University of Niamey in Niger and from the University of Central 
Oklahoma and has leadership and management experience as a 
Principal of a High School in Niger.  He is a former consultant with 
the United Nations Development Program in Niger.  

With a Maryland Advanced Professional Certificate in French and 
ESOL, he is a committed education practitioner with a broad 
experience in teaching French and English as a Foreign Language.   
He is currently a middle school teacher leader at John Hanson French 
Immersion School in Prince George’s County Public Schools, 
Maryland.  He has a Masters degree in English and in Bilingual 
Education, and frequently attends professional development 
workshops and conferences.  

Fluent in French, English, and other African languages, Souley shares 
his passion for learning with everyone he meets.  His commitment to 
excellence for himself and his students was recognized in 2008 when 
he was named Foreign Language Teacher of the Year for Prince 
George’s County, Maryland.  Souley is currently a candidate for 
National Board Certification.  As the Maryland Language Teacher of 
the Year, Souley will represent our state in the regional competition 
this spring at the NECTFL conference.  

Reported by Adriana Bonsteel, Worcester County Schools

http://www.mflamd.org
http://www.mflamd.org
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Ms. Alice Zhang was among 400 U.S. school 
district leaders and education decision-
makers who participated in the 2009 Chinese 
Bridge Delegation: Taking the Next Step — 
a one-week education visit designed to 
strengthen and expand Chinese language 
programs in U.S. schools.  The trip took place 
from Dec. 2 through Dec. 10 and was 
sponsored by Hanban/Confucius Institute 
Headquarters in partnership with the not-for-
profit College Board.

This fifth Chinese Bridge Delegation trip was 
tailored to the needs of institutions already 
offering Chinese language programs, with a 
focus on in-depth school visits and 
educational workshops. The participants 
attended presentations on successful models 
and available resources, joined in 
partnership-building activities, and shared 
experiences and best practices for  building 
Chinese language and culture programs with 
U.S. and Chinese educators.

“We’re encouraged by the enthusiasm 
educators have shown for the Bridge 
Delegation in both the U.S. and China,” says 
Gaston Caperton, president of the College 
Board.  “Since the program’s inception in 
2006, we’ve taken 2,000 U.S. educators to 
China to experience firsthand the culture of a 
country that is rapidly changing and growing 

on the global stage.  We also now have 138 
Chinese guest teachers currently in the U.S. 
teaching our students Chinese language and 
culture.”

Ms.Zhang’s mission of this trip was to search 
educational partnerships for Baltimore 
International Academy, a charter school of 
Baltimore City Public School System. She 
visited several schools in Chongqing, 
Sichuan. On behalf of the school, she signed 
Memorandum for partnerships between 
Baltimore International Academy and Ren He 
Jie Primary School of Chongqing, PRC. Ms. 
Crystal Chen’s Chinese Immersion Third 
Grade will pair with Class 9 Grade 3 of RHJ 
Primary. It is planned that BIA will start 
Study China Program in Spring, 2012.  

Hanban / Confucius Institute
The Hanban / Confucius Institute at the 
University of Maryland College Park, 
established with support from the Office of 
Chinese Language Council International 
(OCLCI), promotes the study of Chinese 
language, culture, ethics, and philosophy, and 
furthers the understanding of China today.   
Check out their web site at http://
www.international.umd.edu/cim/ for 
information regarding their courses, cultural 
events, projects, testing services, and 
resources.

Alice Zhang, one of three new MFLA Board 
members, earned her Master's degree in 
special education and did graduate work at 
Morgan State University in the field of 
International Studies. She began teaching in 
Baltimore City Public Schools in 1997.  Alice 
helped establish the Chinese Immersion 
program, developed and wrote application 
for candidacy of PYP International 
Baccalaureate for Baltimore International 
Academy . She started the Chinese program 
in Howard Community College in 2003 and 
Carroll Community College in 2009. She 
works as the Director of Study China in 
Howard Community College  as well as  a 
lead instructor in Summer Arabic and 
Chinese Teaching Program at McDaniel 
College . Alice served for MSDE Chinese 
Validation Panel. She is College Board 
certified Chinese AP Reader. As the first vice 
president of Chinese Language Teachers 
Association at National Capital Region, Alice 
has organized two regional Chinese teaching 
conferences. In her spare time,she likes to 
cook, travel, meet friends and help people.

Read about the other two newest members of 
the MFLA Board on the next page.

Take the Next Step
Local educator, Alice Zhang, was among 400 U.S. education leaders traveling to China 
to “Take the Next Step” with Chinese language and culture programs.
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For Students
Visual Arts Contest

Students of MFLA members submit a 
visual image depicting the MFLA Fall 
Conference theme.  This year’s theme is “Go 
Global: Communicate, Collaborate, 
Participate”.  Submissions are due by April 
24, 2010 and the winners at each level – 
elementary, middle, high school and post-
secondary – as well as the overall  winner will 
be selected at the MFLA Board Retreat in early 
May.  All entrants receive a certificate and 
winners receive a monetary award and an 
invitation to be recognized at the fall 
conference.  Winning entries are on display 
online at the MFLA website.  Full submission 
guidelines are online at www.mflamd.org.  We 
look forward to your students’ creative 
interpretations of this year’s theme!

Ann Beusch Scholarship
As you look out over your senior class, is there 
one special student who stands out and who 
exudes the qualities of a great language 
student and a future colleague?  MFLA wants 
to encourage that student!  The Ann Beusch 
Scholarship offers financial support to a high 

school senior who wishes to pursue a career in 
foreign language education. Applicants must 
be recommended by a teacher who is a 
current MFLA member.  The awardee will 
receive a scholarship of $500, and will be 
notified in mid-May.  Application Deadline is 
April 24, 2010.

For Teachers
Celeste Carr Study Abroad

Excellence in the profession includes 
excellent skills in the language(s) and 
culture(s) we teach.  MFLA supports teachers 
on the path to reach their professional goals 
through this scholarship which offers financial 
support to a world language teacher at any 
instructional level who wishes to study 
abroad. The applicant must be a current 
member  of MFLA.  The awardee will receive a 
scholarship of $1,000 toward a study abroad 
program.  Application deadline is April 24, 
2010; notification will be made in mid-May.  

Escola Teacher Incentive Grant
Through this grant, MFLA encourages 
teachers to develop innovative ideas and share 
them with colleagues. This grant program 

offers financial support to a MFLA member 
who wishes to complete a project related to 
classroom instruction.  This award is open to 
teachers of all curricular levels.  The awardee 
will receive a personal grant of $500 as well as 
a grant to cover materials up to $500 related to 
the project.  Application deadline is April 24, 
2010.  

2011 Language Teacher of the Year
Do you know an MFLA member who is an 
outstanding teacher?  Of course, you do!  
MFLA strives to shine a light on these stars 
through the Maryland Language Teacher of 
the Year Award.  The top three nominees for 
this prestigious award are recognized at the 
MFLA Fall Conference Banquet. The Maryland 
Language Teacher of the Year will compete at 
the regional level at the Northeast Conference 
on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 
(NECTFL) in the spring of 2011.  The winner at 
the regional level will compete for the 
National Language Teacher of the Year at the 
annual ACTFL convention in the fall of 2011.  
MFLA would love to see applications from 
every corner of our state!  Applications are due 
by April 24, 2010.

MFLA Awards for Teachers & Students
MFLA motivates teachers and students through its awards and scholarships programs.

MFLA Board Officers
Arlene White — President
Leslie Grahn — 1st Vice President
Adriana Bonsteel — 2nd Vice President
Tricia Powell — Recording Secretary
Rusty Mumford — Corresponding 

Secretary & Newsletter Editor
Kim Shinozaki — Treasurer

MFLA Board Members
Monica Abuliak — Montgomery County
Sally Buser — Allegany County
Erin Cooper — Calvert County
Peter DiMarco — Howard County
Debby Doyle — Gerstell Academy
Thomas Wayne Edison— AACC
Deborah Espitia — Howard County
María Flores — Prince George’s County
Maureen Helinski — AACC
Ruth Malone — Wicomico County
Deborah McGee-Mifflin — JHU
John Neubauer — Baltimore City
Janet Newberry — Cecil County
Judy Opfer — Baltimore County
Tyrone Parker — Baltimore City
Jeffery Samuels — Laureate HE
Susan Spinnato — MSDE
Earleen Wiseman — Allegany County
Alice Zhang — Baltimore City

Spotlight on New Board Members
Erin Cooper began her teaching career in 2007 at Patuxent High School in Calvert 
County, MD.  Having graduated from Calvert County schools, Erin was excited to 
return to her home town.  While attending Northern High School, Erin participated in 
an exchange program, which nurtured her longtime desire to study world languages 
and cultures.  Since then Erin has spent three summers in Spain and looks forward to 
future trips and learning experiences.  Erin graduated Summa cum Laude with a B.A. 
in Spanish at Salisbury University and is now completing her Masters in Spanish 

Language and Culture through the University of Salamanca, Spain.  She currently teaches multiple 
levels of Spanish and beginning French.  She enjoys creating interesting ways to help her students 
interact in the target language.  In addition to teaching, Erin attends extracurricular events to support 
her students, and offers time to students help them learn organizational and time management skills.  In 
her spare time, she likes to dance, sew, and volunteer with the Humane Society.

Born in Lascari, Sicily, Italy, Peter DiMarco immigrated to the Baltimore area in 1969, 
where he completed his secondary education.  Peter earned a Bachelor's Degree in 
Education & Languages from Towson University and has done graduate work at 
McDaniel College in Curriculum and Instruction. He has been teaching for 29 years -- 
the first 10 at Saint Paul School for  Boys and the last 19 at Hammond High School in 
Howard County.  Peter speaks four languages: Italian, Spanish, French, and English. 
He has been the Instructional Team Leader of World Languages at Hammond for 
three years and currently teaches Italian 1 - 4 and Spanish 5AP.  Peter  founded the 

Hammond Italian and Spanish Honor Societies and sponsors the Italian Club and Italian Honor Society.  
He served on the Howard County Foreign Travel Committee for 10 years, and has taken 10 student 
educational tours to various countries. Peter serves on the Hammond Technology Committee and the 
HCPSS World Languages Advisory Committee.  Over the years, Peter has enjoyed coaching sports, 
including tennis, indoor track, and soccer (boys and girls).  His soccer teams have won two Howard 
County Titles, two Regional Titles, and two State Championships.  He has been married for 23 years and 
has two children. Among his many interests are his family, traveling, photography, sports, music, and 
watching foreign language films.   

http://www.mflamd.org
http://www.mflamd.org
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The Move Is On!
NECTFL is Coming to Baltimore in 2011

Reported by Ruth Malone, Wicomico County Schools

The Northeast Conference on the Teaching of Foreign  Languages has hosted a spring conference for decades and has, for  a number of years, 
held it in New York City.  All that is about to change and what an advantage it brings for us!  The 58th Annual Northeast Conference in 2011 will 
be held in Baltimore.

The NECTFL website puts it into perspective by noting that, “Currently, about 40 states and 10 foreign countries send a  total of 2,500 educators 
to the Northeast Conference each year.”  And they’ll be coming to our backyard.  That means with little travel time and maybe not even a hotel 
expense, you’ll have access to over 200 sessions and many workshops covering current topics of interest all in virtually every language taught 
in the state.  In addition there is the ever popular exhibit hall  with over 100 vendors loaded with products and services all with you in mind.  
It’s a great way to pick up a few additional classroom materials, talk to textbook representatives, and learn about resources you may not know 
existed.  You’ll  also be able to network with colleagues well beyond our state borders.  In short, Maryland world language teachers have a 
unique opportunity to gather, learn, and grow with travel expenses at a minimum.

The 2011 Conference Chair, Charlotte Guifford, hails from New England but has spent time getting acquainted with all that Maryland has to 
offer.  Both she and Executive Director, Becky Kline attended our MFLA Fall Conference and were impressed with what we provided to our 
teachers.  Think what strength this partnership can provide to the world languages teachers of Maryland.

So mark your calendars now and save some time in the spring of 2011 to attend to attend NECTFL in Baltimore.  Look for more information and 
additional details in upcoming issues of the MFLA newsletter. 

NECTFL 2010
Simply Irresistible:  People, Programs and Practices that Inspire”

Marriott Marquis in New York City March 25 - 27, 2010

Why should you attend?
• Consult with experts in and outside our field
• Attend cutting edge sessions
• Network with colleagues
• Participate in the NYSAFLT colloquium
• Learn how to advocate for your programs
• Share your great ideas!
• Visit vendors from U.S. and abroad
• Mingle at elegant receptions, munching on free food!
• Treat yourself to a play or show in the Big Apple
• Participate this year ~ we’re moving to Baltimore!!!

First timers and five year attendees are eligible for a drawing for lifetime registration!! 

See you on Broadway in March 2010!!

Jaya Vijayasekar ! John Carlino
Chair, NECTFL 2010! Executive Director, NYSAFLT (Conference Co-Sponsor)
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